
Announcer: Welcome to The Wrighter's Way podcast, where we celebrate writers who have completed 

their books and inspire writers who haven't. Join Laurie and her guests as they talk about writing, books, 

and life in between chapters. 

 

Announcer 2: Sponsored by Creative Wrighter. Are you ready to publish a children's book? Find out now 

at creativewrighter.com.  

 

Laurie: Hey everybody, it's Laurie at The Wrighter's Way podcast. Just dropped my pen on the floor now 

I won't know what to do with my hands. Welcome Randy Whiteside to the podcast. Thank you so much 

for coming and talking to me today. 

 

Randy: Thanks, Laurie, it's a pleasure to be here. 

 

Laurie: So you have a couple of books out and I was just reading your origin story, I love that you call it 

that, and how about you share sort of your background and what brought you to writing children's 

books? 

 

Randy: Yeah, absolutely. So back in sixth grade, I was a 12-year-old boy, and we had an English 

assignment for half the year, we were to write and illustrate our very own children's book in English 

class. And the idea was that we would have our books, and we would be learning to write English. So 

we'd learned grammar, sentence structure, and that sort of thing, through the use of actually writing a 

book. So it's kind of an ingenious way to kind of teach kids how to write, especially learn grammar, 

'cause usually it's kind of boring. So when my English teacher in sixth grade handed me the sheet to do 

an outline, she basically said, "Okay class, "we've got an open sheet here, "write whatever you want to 

write about for this project." And I was handed the sheet and I was looking at it, and as a 12-year-old 

boy, I just started having all of these imaginative characters and storylines just kind of download into my 

head. And I was like, yeah, and I've got this character and I'm gonna base it off of this character, and I 

just did a field trip to the Mayflower in Plymouth Rock in Massachusetts, at the time I was living in New 

England. And all of these characters and stories kind of came in, and I just started writing this outline. I 

was like, yep, I know exactly where this is gonna go, this is where I'm gonna go. And before that, I had 

no idea that a 12-year-old boy could actually write a story. I'd always watch kids programming like TV 

shows and cartoons, but I never really made the connection that someone was actually writing it. And 

when I was given this opportunity to write this outline, it was like, wow, I can write my own cartoon. So, 

eventually, with the class, we kind of went through and wrote each scene. And the idea was that we 

would, at the end, print out on the computer, each page that's typed up, and literally glue-stick it to a 

bound up book, and we would do the illustration. So we would do the illustrations and paste them into 

the book. And we would also do the title and the cover illustration. And we would do the laminate so 

that it would have the about the book and it would kind of be like a dust jacket for the cover. And we 

would have cardboard on both sides. So at the end of the project, we really had our own little book that 

we wrote. And it was such an exciting experience for me that normally, English was like, okay, we're 

learning this kind of stuff, and we're doing reading, but after that, my world had entirely changed. Like, I 

would go to math class, and I'd be like, oh, I wish we're back in English class, so I could keep writing my 



book. And I would get on the school bus, and all of a sudden, I'd be like you know what, I've got all these 

ideas, how am I gonna get these down and paper? So I would literally run home from the school bus, go 

right into my room and just start again, just keep writing this book. So over time, I developed all these 

illustrations and the story. And sure enough, by the end of the six-month project, I had this awesome 

story that I had created. And that really was a defining moment for me, because I realized right then and 

there that creative writing was my passion and I wanted to figure out a way to involve that for the rest 

of my life. So that's really how it all got started for me. 

 

Laurie: And yet you didn't pursue that as a career initially. 

 

Randy: That's exactly right, Laurie. So basically, that was in middle school, and then high school came 

along and of course, as a high schooler and creative writing, you're thinking about sports, you're thinking 

about girls, you're thinking about colleges. And it just kind of fell by the wayside. It was definitely a part 

of me, but I kind of was into these other ideas. And what ended up happening was my dad, who was an 

engineer, and my grandfather, who's an engineer, they kind of encouraged that math and science side 

of things for me. So I kind of really did well with math and science. And as I was looking at colleges, I 

didn't really know anybody who was a writer, I didn't know anybody who was an illustrator. And this was 

like, right at the very beginning of the Internet, so the mid '90s. So there wasn't Facebook, there weren't 

kind of those examples out there. And it was the whole idea was like, why do I even begin for that sort 

of thing? So I still had that dream. And what happened was, I was kind of looking at two kind of 

pathways for myself. There was Penn State engineering program, which was kind of the, I was from 

Pennsylvania at the time, I'd moved during high school and I knew a lot of people that were gonna Penn 

State, I knew people that were going into the engineering at Penn State, it was very much kind of the 

tried and true path to what made sense. And of course, with my dad and my grandfather being 

engineers, I grew up with that, so I kind of knew that path. 

 

Laurie: Right. 

 

Randy: But that dream has still existed inside of me. In fact, in high school, I had made some animated 

videos, very crude animated videos for English class, to kind of keep that passion going. 

 

Laurie: Cool. 

 

Randy: What's interesting is, back in the mid '90s there was a commercial for Listerine. I don't know if 

you remember enough, but it was kind of this animated Listerine bottle that would like swing through 

the jungles, and it had this like little catchy theme song. Anyway, this is going way back, but I had done 

an English project on kind of the animation of these like this up and coming idea of computer animation. 

So I kind of like was still like kind of reaching towards it, even though I was kind of just reaching in the 

dark kind of thing. And what ended up happening was, I kind of in my mind, I kind of like had this idea 

of, you know what, I'm gonna get information from University of Southern California on their animation 

program, and I'm also gonna get information about Penn State engineering. What happened was I kind 

of had the two brochures and I was at the kitchen table and I was looking at it I was like, which way 



should I go? And, like I said, I didn't know anybody in that field. The idea of moving from Pennsylvania to 

California, to Los Angeles, was such a major type move, for an 18-year-old, especially kind of at that time 

when those types of things weren't too common. And I ended up going with the Penn State engineering 

path. And I kind of left behind that whole animation, illustration and writing side of things. And I just 

kind of ended up going into engineering and just going through the routine and getting my degree in it. 

And I ended up going into the corporate world, in specifically computer programming, and software 

consulting. And my very first job out of college, I was sitting in my cubicle and I was thinking to myself I 

got this nice paycheck, everything's kind of going for me, I'm fresh out of college, I've got this corporate 

job, and at the end of the day, I basically stayed till everyone left. And they turned off the lights, and I 

was sitting in my cubicle, the very first day. And I was just kind of sitting there in the darkness. And I was 

thinking to myself, this is great, but it's not the dream, it's not the dream. And, of course day two came, 

and meetings came, and projects came, and I got involved with all this stuff. And all this sudden, like I'm 

the hot shot 22-year-old, 23-year-old who's in the corporate world, like, going into meetings and doing 

my thing and just getting a lot of respect. And, after a while, that kind of call back to the dream just kind 

of kept fading, and fading, and fading to a point where I was doing really well with my corporate job, 

and for some reason, I would have little kind of moments where this dream just kind of kept calling back 

to me. Whether it was like, seeing something on a website where it's like, someone's writing their own 

book or illustrating their book and I'm thinking to myself, you know what, how do I get back involved 

with that? And so it was, I know that in speaking to you before this call, you kind of had a similar 

experience where you went on the Internet and there wasn't too much guidance. And the self-

publishing industry was very, very new and getting started. And at the time, it was almost taboo when it 

first because everyone leaned back towards that traditional model. So I kind of like looked into that a 

little bit. And it just, it just kept calling back to me and what specifically kept coming back to me was the 

book that I had wrote as a 12-year-old. At the time it was called Courageous Little Kitten, and it's about 

this kitten, who has basically just been born into England. And he's living in the crow's nest of the 

Mayflower ship. And I know you're from Canada, so you might not be as familiar with the stories, the 

Americans, but essentially, in 1620, the Mayflower ship sailed from England to America and landed at 

Plymouth Rock in Massachusetts, where I was living at the time when I was a 12-year-old and we had 

gone to field trips there, and family trips, and you can you can see what's called the Mayflower 2, it's 

kind of like a reconstruction of the ship. So I've always been fascinated with that story. And what 

happened was it kept calling back to me. And when I was a couple of years into my corporate career, I 

went to visit some old friends back up in Massachusetts, and I said, you know what, why don't we go to 

the Mayflower ship and just kind of check it out, just to kind of rekindle those memories for me. This 

point of the dream, I was kind of getting back to the Internet thing, it was just so overwhelming. I was 

like, you know what, I've got this corporate job, I'm doing well, like writing, it's just gonna take it back 

burner And it was nice as a 12-year-old's dream, but I had to go more into the serious world. 

 

Laurie: Mm-hmm. 

 

Randy: So I make this trip up to Massachusetts, and I go to the Mayflower and to Plymouth Rock, and 

I'm walking around Plymouth Plantation, which is basically a recreation of what it was like in 1620. And 

there's actors there and they portray that they've just landed and it's the whole American Thanksgiving 



story. And, as I'm walking through Plymouth Plantation, they have this like wooden fence on the 

perimeter, I kept looking over and I kept seeing this black cat that just kept following me along in 

Plymouth Plantation and a black cat was one of the main characters in my book, The Courageous Little 

Kitten, so I was like wow, that is so funny that I am here back in Plymouth Plantation and there's this 

black cat that keeps following me around. So I didn't really think anything of it at first and I'm kind of 

going through the thing and kind of enjoying being back in Plymouth Plantation. And I looked over and 

that cat just keeps looking at me through the fence and I'm thinking like you know what, this has got to 

be a sign or something. 

 

Laurie: Yeah. 

 

Randy: And I was like something is trying to like get my attention here. So I go back after that and I kind 

of put together this plan I'm like okay, I'm in corporate world and I have this dream, how am I going to 

get back to that? So I come up with this idea that, I'm gonna go back to grad school and get my MBA, 

which is definitely a great thing, and I'm gonna take the summer off beforehand, and I'm just gonna 

write this book. And, three months, I decided to go to Arizona state because my sister was living out in 

the Phoenix area at the time, I was living in Pennsylvania. so I was like, I'm just gonna go out there, I'm 

gonna go by the pool, I'm just gonna write this thing and self-publish it and it's gonna be great, and it's 

gonna be out there. And at the meantime, I'm also gonna do the MBA route. So that'll be kind of a great 

thing for the corporate track as well. So it's kind of like a blending of the two tracks that I have, and 

hopefully it would be a win-win situation for me. And if things didn't work out with the publishing, I 

could really rely on the NBA. And I also thought that I could also bring that MBA kind of back into the 

publishing side of things, and it would help me kind of, from a business perspective, actually get a hold 

of how to do this writing thing and actually make a career out of it. So, I'm at Arizona State, I am by the 

pool every day, I'm putting together outlines and so forth, and the end of the summer comes around 

and I've got the first day of class starting up and I'm like, oh my gosh, I just started to get done with the 

outline, I'm way behind schedule, 

 

Laurie: So you were distracted by the whole pool, or were you actually working every day? 

 

Randy: There was a little bit of distraction, no doubt. I mean, I was in Arizona, so there were the 

distractions, but I was thorough with it. It just took me so much time to like get the outline going and get 

my ideas. I've been away from writing for so long so I was just like, kind of retraining myself to like get 

into that writing mode just to begin with. And sure enough, school was coming, and I'd just kind of 

gotten through just the outline of things. So during school, MBAs are no joke, and there's a lot of work 

to be done, and whatever time I could carve out, I would literally be going down to Starbucks in Tempe, 

Arizona, and sitting there with my Mac and writing this thing. And afterwards, I would go back to my 

apartment, and I would be editing it, I would be writing it. And I was like, what, I've got all of these 

pieces and they're coming together and the character development, and I was just having such a great 

time with it. So fast forward like a year and a half later, and I finally got it to a point where I can publish 

it. And I had done the illustrations again, which was really, really a great thing for me because that's one 

of the most things I enjoy in life is sitting down in a quiet place, and just doing an illustration. Even since 



I was a 12-year-old, that was one of my favorite parts of putting together these books. So I illustrated it 

myself. and I look at this book, and I think it's awesome. Like the story is just so crisp, and I love the 

characters, and the illustrations, in my opinion were great. And I self-published it and I'm like, I go to my 

classmates and I'm like, oh, I just published this children's book, like, will you buy it? And yeah, like I've 

got a bunch of people from school that are buying it. And like a month goes by after I publish it, and I'm 

like, I don't have readers, I don't have an audience like, what the heck happened? 

 

Laurie: There's no media following you, yeah. 

 

Randy: Exactly. I thought for sure I would be the most famous author in Arizona at this point, like a one 

month in what the heck happened? 

 

Laurie: One month in. 

 

Randy: And of course, as I can tell by your laugh, like you can definitely understand where I'm coming 

from, many, many, many, many, many authors and writers kind of learn this lesson right off the bat. So, I 

put that story out there, I was very proud of it, and I loved every aspect of it. So I ended up going back 

into the corporate world after the MBA program was done. Still with this kind of calling back to me, I 

was faced with this huge wave of like something's not working but it's still was in my plan to figure this 

whole thing out 

 

Laurie: Something's not working with the book, or something's not working in your life? 

 

Randy: Something's not working with everything. So I'm going back into the corporate world, I really 

wanted to kind of make this be like my introductory book and get back into the writing world. So I 

thought to myself you know what, like, let's just we've took some time off from making money, let's get 

back into a job and kind of figure things out that way, so I did, which was understandable. So, over the 

past few years that I've been out of grad school, I actually did put together a couple other books. One is 

a collection of haikus, the other is kind of a self kind of betterment type book, which is all about ideas 

and perspectives on kind of positivity and kind of leading the best life you possibly can, which is called 

Life's Mailbox. 

 

Laurie: Nice. 

 

Randy: And then this is calling, as you probably can be familiar with, just kept calling back to me and it 

was just at this point, it was just like in my face every moment. So, I decided to put together a platform 

and essentially get myself out there from a platform perspective, not just one book. And I decided to 

kind of put all the pieces together that I knew about, which was starting a podcast, Creative Writing 

Magic podcast, starting a website with services to help other writers that were just starting out like I 

was. And the third major component was writing a book called How to Write a Short Story. And the How 

to Write a Short Story really came about from the idea that going back to that post-college kid who 

really wanted to get into writing but had no idea where to start, back then I would go to Barnes and 



Noble, because like we're saying, the research online just kind of wasn't there. So I would go and 

actually look for books, which I thought made sense at the time. And I would go to Barnes and Noble 

and I'd pull up a chair and I would go through these books about writing structure and how to write 

fiction. And they were 200-pages long, and like the writing, these writers were so good that like their 

wording was like, almost a little bit overwhelming for me because I was very new to it, and I just became 

lost and frustrated, and I was just like, I wish there was just a simple way to kind of get into this, and I 

never found it. And so coming back to this platform idea, I was like, I want to write a book where the 

new writer can essentially just follow a simple seven-step process, just to get a story written, just to get 

a structure out there, so that they can build upon it. It's kind of like, when you're in second grade 

learning kind of addition, just learning the absolute basics so that when you are senior in high school, 

you can learn calculus, and you can read the calculus books and understand them, and do well with 

them. And I felt like out there in The world at the time, all these books were kind of at calculus level, and 

I wanted to write a book that was very simple. So what I did was, I took it back to a structure called the 

hero's journey. And this is a structure that at this point, I think a lot of writers are familiar with. It wasn't 

so common 10 years ago, in terms of knowledge about it. In fact, I have a really interesting story about 

the hero's journey, in that when I was back in Arizona, and I was writing the Travis and the Courageous 

Path, which ended up being kind of the second version of The Courageous Little Kitten, that I wrote as a 

12-year-old, 

 

Laurie: Okay. 

 

Randy: At the end of it, I was in the campus of Arizona State, and I was in the lounge of the MBA 

program where they had printers and so forth. And I just decided to have my pencils-down moment on 

my book and there was no more writing, no more editing, this is it, it's gonna publishing. And I print out 

the latest version in color, and I have it in front of me from the printer. And I think to myself, you know 

what, like, why don't I just go down to Whole Foods, get some dinner, and just kind of relax from this 

mega experience of writing this book. So anyway, I go down to Whole Foods and I get my food and so 

forth, and I'm standing in line for the register, and I was so excited about this book that the guy in front 

of me standing in line, we had a few minutes, as we're sitting in line for the cash register. And I started 

talking about my book to this guy. I'm like, I just finished it today. And he says, you know what, that 

sounds like the hero's journey. And I was like, what, what's the hero's journey? And he's like, well, it's 

kind of like this hero that starts in an ordinary world and goes through these trials in an extraordinary 

world and becomes the hero. And that's kind of the premise of these stories like Star Wars and Lord of 

the Rings, and he started describing some of the elements of hero's journey, and I was like, I was 

thinking back to my own story that I had just written, Travis and the Courageous Path, and I was like, 

wow, what you're describing, I actually like have some of those elements that are already included in 

this book that I just wrote, which I literally just did pencils-down like an hour ago. And after that 

moment, it became, like I went back and researched it and I just fell in love with the writing structure 

called the hero's journey, and it just made total sense to me. And I saw how George Lucas used it in Star 

Wars, I saw how Tolkien use it and Lord of the Rings, I saw how it was used in the Matrix movie, Wizard 

of Oz, I mean, the list goes on, and on, and on. And I just fell in love with it. I was like this is the 

information that I wanted as a 20-year-old, how to get started with this thing. So I researched, and 



researched, and researched it, and what that ultimately became was How to Write a Short Story. So I 

essentially took the concepts that Joseph Campbell had put in his book, Hero with a Thousand Faces, 

and kind of consolidated it down to seven simple steps that you can start out with, and that's the 

premise of How to Write a Short Story, going through each of those seven steps. And essentially, using 

those steps all together to build the framework for a simple story that you can at least put out into the 

world and then you can build your skills on top of that. 

 

Laurie: That's an awesome story. I kept waiting for you to say and the guy was Steven Spielberg or 

something. 

 

Randy:  That would be Cool. 

 

Laurie: Yeah. Your corporate background really comes through with the whole I'm gonna build a 

platform, and people are gonna meet me here and I'm gonna take them here. Whereas your first book 

you started like everybody else. I'm gonna put it out I'm gonna be famous within a month. 

 

Randy: That's right. 

 

Laurie:  And that's what everybody and so a lot of people come to me after that first month, they go why 

aren't I famous, why aren't I selling anything? But then you went back and tweaked it, and rethought it, 

and revamped it, and now you have a platform for other writers which is just fantastic because we really 

do need resources written in English, that we can understand at our level. So when you like for How to 

Write a Short Story, tell me the word count about a short story and is that geared to children's writers, is 

it geared to novelists, or doesn't matter? 

 

Randy: Yeah, so it's about 1,000 words, and the idea is that it is kind of the focus of that short story, but 

it is geared towards all types, novellas, novels, screenwriting. And it all kind of applies, it's basically this 

kind of like simplified version of the hero's journey writing structure, that can apply towards short 

stories, and like I said, all of these other types of writing. And, yeah, it really is kind of a foundation. So 

once you have that understanding of the structure, you can apply it in many other areas. 

 

Laurie: And then you can grow, or change, evolve. There's a lot of really successful self-published 

authors that have built their careers on short stories. 

 

Randy: Absolutely. 

 

Laurie: So I feel like it's like when you said, you come out the gate, and you just see that one traditional 

path. And so a lot of people see that, and that's a novel, and it's, 300,000 words, and that's what I gotta 

do in order to make it, but then, if you think a little bit out of the box, and you just try different things, 

you can be really successful with so many different paths. And I think that book sounds great, and I kind 

of want to go get it now and read it, because I feel like when people start going on about the beats, and 

the character arcs, and the story arcs, and the ark within the arc, and then the major, or the other arc, or 



the series arc, it can be really overwhelming, and how do I even start? So I love your concept, just get 

something done, pencils-down moment, and the exam, pencils down. I tell people often because I went 

through this myself, you can edit forever, you can write forever, so you really do need that pencils-down 

moment, which is really hard to come to for a lot of us creative people, because we want our work to be 

perfect, but the truth is, it's probably never gonna be perfect. And you just have to put your pencils 

down at some point. 

 

Randy: Yeah, that's a really great point, Laurie, in fact I struggled that with myself. I wanted this book to 

be absolutely perfect. And that's kind of why I even struggled myself to get to that pencils-down 

moment. So, but you're absolutely right. The lesson that I've learned from it, is just get something out 

there, build upon it, and then get the next item, get the next after that. Keep going with the routine, and 

that kind of helps you lose the attachment to some of these pieces, which is not necessarily a bad thing, 

but it can stifle you in terms of wanting it to be absolutely perfect. 

 

Laurie: Right. 

 

Randy: And the other thing I wanted to say about the How to Write a Short Story is that what I do is I 

take each of those steps, and I kind of explain it, how it works, and then I go through four examples of 

stories that we're all familiar with and how they use it. 

 

Laurie: Oh, brilliant. 

 

Randy: And then after that, I have a little section at the end where you can actually apply it. So it's very 

easy, step by step, you learn the concept, you see the examples and you have an immediate place to put 

it into play. And the idea is by the end of the book, I'd like readers to essentially have that outline draft 

of a story that they can then go right into writing. 

 

Laurie:  So could you apply your seven steps to a children's book, like a 32-page, 800-word children's 

book? 

 

Randy: Yeah. So with the hero's journey, it would definitely be kind of a little bit more advanced, I would 

say kind of at the hot Harry Potter level, which Harry Potter, by the way, also uses many, many examples 

of the hero journey elements. As far as the children's book angle, so that's kind of where I'm going with 

this thing to try to figure out how to mold the two. So children's books are often very simplistic and 

they're geared towards children that are very little and they're not reading, they're usually read to. So to 

kind of mix the two is what I'm actually trying myself to figure out. But I do believe. 

 

Laurie:  I feel like that would help a lot of people because a lot of stories I read, need help If the writer 

had something to follow, but it is really hard to distill it down into 30 pages. 

 



Randy: And that's actually one of the other components of my platform is offering that service. So with 

my knowledge of the hero's journey writing structure, helping new writers, and writers alike to use and 

utilize those pieces to improve their story, is ultimately the goal of creating Writing Magic. 

 

Laurie: That's fabulous. Okay, share with everybody where we can find you because I have a feeling 

there's gonna be lots of people tracking you down. 

 

Randy: Absolutely. So you can go to creativewritingmagic.com and from there, there's the blog, there's 

the podcast, and there's all sites, all sorts excuse me, all sorts of services that I provide in terms of 

helping new authors and regular authors. And of course, I'm on Instagram. creative writing magic is the 

handle and then Facebook, same thing, Pinterest and Twitter, so I've got the full gamut there. 

 

Laurie: Oh, fabulous. I feel like we could talk for a long time 'cause he has so much knowledge but I'll 

stop us here and maybe you can come back on another time. Thank you so much, it's been a joy to listen 

to your hero's journey. Thank you. 

 

Randy: It was a real pleasure. Thank you. 

 

Laurie: Okay, bye Randy. 

 

Randy: Bye. 

 

Announcer: You've been listening to The Wrighter's Way podcast. For show notes, links to guests' 

information and to learn more about The Wrighter's Way, check out lauriewrighter.com. Until next 

week, enjoy this chapter of your life. 


